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fistulas of the anorectum and functional disorders of the
anorectum. Functional disorders of the anorectum are

defined as disorders not caused by disease of the
sphincter musculature, but only by neurological or

psychogenic mechanisms. On the one hand, diagnostic
and therapeutic problems are caused by the existence of

diverging types of functional disorders; on the other
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hand, there is a lack of diagnostic precision in terms of
the so-called functional abdominal pain syndromes. In

the presence of the somato-somatic anal pain syndrome,
as well as organic diseases with symptoms of anorectal

functional disorders, it is necessary to distinguish
between so-called "anal fissures" and neoplasias. On the

basis of a literature review, the diverse diagnostic
procedures should be done in the following three steps:

1) The anal fissures of the anorectum have to be
differentiated from ano-rectal (perianal) cancer. 2) In
case of doubts whether an abscess is present or has

caused the
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