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movieA .MONTGOMERY, Ala. - Marcia Starks, a transgender woman, was handcuffed and jailed
for resisting arrest during a shopping trip to Target. Starks was taken to the Montgomery
County Detention Center, where she was kept isolated and sexually harassed by the other
inmates. Starks then tried to contact her lawyer to file a formal complaint, but was told she had
to stay in jail. After repeated attempts to get information on her case, Starks contacted the
Transgender Law Center, which serves transgender people in Alabama, and the ACLU. The
transgender law center and ACLU filed a lawsuit, paid for by the Human Rights Campaign, the
nation’s largest civil rights organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people,
against the county sheriff on Wednesday for violating Starks’ constitutional right to access the
courts. “Starks’ attempt to file a complaint against the sheriff cannot stand, and her attempt to
file a court petition to challenge her arrest and treatment should have been allowed,” said HRC
Legal Director Jo Davenport. “Clearly, Montgomery County is not an appropriate place for our
transgender community, and we urge the sheriff to immediately open a safe and affirming
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